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Save an Endangered Animal- Polar Bear

The polar bear lives in arctic areas in the Northern hemisphere; Northern Alaska, Greenland, Northern Siberia, Svalbard, Canada’s Arctic Islands, Fran’s Josef’s land and Wrangles Island.

It’s one of the world’s biggest carnivores, they mostly eat seals, but they also eat dead whales and walruses. They can be up to 3 meters long. The males can weigh up to 725 kilos and the females up to 225 kilos.

Their highest speed on land is 40km/h, and when they walk their speed is about 5km/h. They can be up to 20-30 years old, and walk on their 4 legs.

The polar bears fur is white, and their skin is black. It’s very useful because it makes the polar bear keep warm in the cold climate. They don’t have any enemies, except the human, in the animal kingdom. Nowadays it’s about 20 000 polar bears in the arctic areas at the Northern hemisphere.

I chose polar bears because, one important way to save this animal is to find a solution to stop the global warming, and when we do something to save this endangered animal, we do the whole earth, and every little living organism here a favour.

The polar bear is threatened by 4 different factors: the arctic sea ice is melting         (climate change), toxic/chemicals (transported to the arctic by the water and the air), oil exploration in the Arctic (disturbs their habitat) and over-hunting.

The climate change threatens the polar bears survival. Because the air temperatures in the arctic has on average increased by about 5 degrees over the last 100 years, and the arctic sea ice extent has decreased by 14% since the 1970s. 

That’s because we destroy the ozonlayer, and then it gets warmer and warmer on earth. The polar ices melt and the polar bears have to swim up to ten miles, without rest, to find food. The polar bears that can’t swim so far drown.

Also there has been an increase of toxic pollution in the Arctic. The toxic gets transported to the arctic by the water and air. The poison gets inhaled by animals and plants by the air, and also by the water. When a healthy polar bear eats a poisoned seal it also gets sick. And that affects their milk and their babies if they’re pregnant or have children. The poisoned bears get low levels of A-vitamins and antibodies, A-vitamin and antibodies are important for a lot of things, such as growth, development, behaviour and the ability to get rid of diseases. 

The oil exploration in the arctic disturbs the polar bears. Explorations, extraction, transport, and processing affects the polar bears and their habitat in many ways.

Contact with oil spills destroys the use of bears’ fur. Then the polar bear must use more energy to keep warm, and must compensate for this energy loss by eating more, which may be difficult. Given that polar bears have very limited access of food for long periods of time, such an increased demand for food can result in starvation.

Another problem is the over-hunting of polar bears. 

It’s legal to hunt polar bears within a limit. But it’s also over-hunting. Some people hunt more than they’re allowed to. That’s so not good!

What should we do to stop this then?

Protect the polar bears from over-hunting. How? A higher punishment and better on watching the illegal hunt, and we have to decrease the use of different toxics, both for less toxic pollution in the Arctic and to reduce the climate change. Some of these toxics are in pollution from cars, planes, boats, industries and so on. 

 We have to decrease the use of oil, then we don’t destroy the ozonlayer as much (when we destroy it, it gets warmer and warmer each year, and the polar ices melts.) and these oil spills, which destroy the polar bears’ fur, won’t be found in the Arctic. It’s a huge problem this thing about global warming and the whole world have to fight against it. We have to invent new better vehicles, which are not forced forward by petrol (petrol contains oil). And better filtration on the discharge in the industries, and… It’s a lot we have to do against the climate changes, because if we let this continue, the Arctic ices can be all melt down by 2080! That’s not good; it may result in flood on many low belayed places on earth. And temperature changes all over the world. In Sweden it might be really cold, because the Gulf Stream has moved. We don’t know all the additional difficulties that will turn up gradually. But one thing is certain: we have to stop this, to save us, all the animals (for example polar bears and then, if I think really far-fetched; all the animals), everything that grows on our beautiful planet. We can’t just leave it to the destiny, because it’s we who have destroyed it and let it gone this far! Also we need the Earth to live on and develop on, so in a selfish way we must save this planet for our, everything we need in life and everything in the cycles’, sake. 

Okay, now it doesn’t look like I’m talking about polar bears at all, but I am, actually. If you’re deep :P. This I’ve just been writing about is what we have to do to save the polar bear from total endangeration. And what have been done against polar bear endangeration already? 

First of all they have researched about the polar bear endangeration. So that they can specify why the polar bears are endangered, and what we have to do against it. Now for example WWF operates a project to collect money from benefactors that will be used to save the polar bears. If, for example, polar bears die out totally, there will be a surplus of seals and animals that polar bears eat, the animals that​​​​ polar bears eat, eat fish. And then there will be to little fish left because the seals eat them all.  There will be many changes; the cycle is getting changed if an animal dies out.

It’s a lot to do. But if we save the polar bears we also have taken one step away from the Climate Changes that also affect us, humans, and all other living organisms on our planet, Earth.

