Chinua Achebe

Things fall apart

The book concentrates on a person by name Okonkwo and his life. Okonkwo lives in a tribe called Igbo and the village is called Umuofia.
He is known as a strong, fearless, and aggressive man. In his younger year he represented his tribe in wrestling tournaments and even won over the big champion from the north village. Because of his lazy father who was not only without Caste but also had a very big amount in debts, made Okonkwo to make a decision in is youth that would form his further personality and future. He decided to put down everything that is father liked and represented. This meant more then just debts and need for gambling. Okonkwos father was except the laziness also known to be one of the most kindness and warmth persons in the village and this did Okonkwo as well turn down. Except wrestling Okonkwo was a good warrior in the tribe battles and did succeed getting his first human head long before anyone else did in his age. Do to his pathetic and debt full father, Okonkwo couldn’t acquire the usual heritage part that the oldest son use to get when the father dies; a barn with some cattle and a smaller amount of sowing corns to the fallowing harvest. This meant that Okonkwo hade to struggle long before his fellow comrades with the farming and the economical providence to his mother and sister who didn’t have any well paid jobs. Okonkwos good reputation served him well and because of this made him ably to borrow a big amount of sowing grains by a wealthy man in the village. The fallowing years were hard, do to extending raining seasons or dryness, but trough it all the crops paid of and the debt were paid, a couple of new wife’s was married in and a new house was raise to each one of them.  

Besides Okonkwos life, the book also describes the ordinary life that the people are living in the village. One thing that portrays especially is the life of Okonkwos wife’s and children. What’s their usual duty in the village, the children small adventures and how they see on their life situation? 

The book is in itself very detailed on how the social structure may look like in a typical African village, examples on their customs, how the female status work, the important of friendly meetings between the villages with highlights as wrestling games, a sport that gave respect, honour and community among the villages. Even small fests are being held once in a while with a lot of food and music from the different groups. 
Everything is at peace to the day that Okonkwos neighbour are going to be married. The marriage goes without complications and the calibration continues. Under the ceremonial dance the men fire their rifle at the sky to scary away evil spirits. Suddenly the barrel of Okonkwos rifle explodes and some of the metal fragment hits a boy who dies of his injuries. Because of none meant murder Okonkwo only gets seven years banishment from the village and can then return if he wants. He decides to move to his mother’s relative’s village and luckily he and his family are well taken care of. 

After some time a rumour reaches the village that the neighbour village has been whipped out because they killed a white man. Nobody has heard about a white man before, accept albino individuals. A couple of weeks later some white men arrives to the village. The man explains that they are priests and want to converse their wrong fully belief to the right path. After some struggle the priests succeed of getting a small bit of land and they put up a church on it and soon the first people turns to the new religion.
The priests starts to do everything to desecrate and condemn the village old belief and new rumours arrives telling that the Christians has built a law court in a neighbour village where people who has maltreated Christians are being sentence to jail or even hanged. 

But trough all harassment, the people in the village accepts the new religion and the ordinary life continues. Time goes by and finally the seven penalty years are over and Okonkwo and his family leave his mothers village to head back home.

Well in Umuofia they find to their big disappointment that the Christianity has grown even bigger in this village. Besides a new raised church, a bigger scale of people has joined. Except the church they haw also brought a government and a court where the District Commissioner judged cases and he had court messengers who brought the accused men to him for trial.

After a bigger arrestment the village has enough and they go to the church and throw out the priest and burn the building to the ground when the District Commissioner is out of town.
When he returns to the village, the priest tells what happened and the commissioner asks for a big meeting with the leaders of the village. On the meeting the leaders imprisons and over the following night they are betting up badly. When they releases a big public meeting is announced, the village leaders wants to banish the Christians but when the leaders are starting to warm up the crowd the messenger of the priests and four helpers arrives and he says that they should stop this nonsense and go back to there homes. Okonkwo quickly draws his machete and cutes of the messengers head. When he sees that his people aren’t running after the rest of the fleeing messengers he realizes to his big disappointment that the village fighting spirit has after all this time come to an end. He drops his machete and in anguish walks to his home, takes a rope and then hang him self in that big old tree near the main house. The book ends whit a knowledge that the Christianity will continue to spread over the country.
I think this is a very interesting book. To see how people may live in an ordinary African village with their social structure and how important the rank can be in a village is really fascinating. And I also believe that this book is a good example on how the Christianity works and has worked over it existing period. Maybe this book occasionally can be a little easy read but the story is quite good and the books message easily understandable.
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