GLADIATOR

A hero will rise

The story takes place in the golden days of the Roman Empire. The empire has stretched its borders to the maximum and the roman army is fighting one of the last big battles, this time against the remains of the germanium tropes 

It is here we meet our leading character Maximus Decimus Meridas, Commander of the Army of the North, General of the western Armies, loyal servant to the emperor, Marcus Aurelius. Despite Maximus titles, inside his still a simple farmer with a talent for leading people into victory. The roman army has fought battles for the last years and the only thing that keeps him going is the promise from the emperor that after this war Maximus is free to return home to his wife and his son. 

After another dreadful battle, the roman legion walks away with victory. The emperor, Marcus Aurelius has been sick for a long time and rumours is spreading in the camp that his time is running out. The fallowing night after the victory, messengers arrive at Maximus tent and tell him that the emperor wants to see him. Maximus arrives a moment later at Arelius and finds out that Aurelius wants him to be the new Emperor. Maximum is a good hearted person and a respected general in the army. Aurelius son; Commudos is weak, spoiled and only wants the throne to taste the goriness and the power. Maximum wants the night to think things over and promise to return in the morning with an answer. 

Later that night Commudos steps into Aurelius tent to hear his father’s words about being the next emperor. When he hear the truth version about the planned outcome Commudos strangles his father in rage and sent order to execute Maximus and his wife and son, on grounds of mutiny. A group of guards rides out with Maximus in the wilderness, but when a guard is going to give the deadly blow on Maximus, Maximus quickly disarm the man and a bloody fight begins. After a battle resulting a bunch of dead men and some deep cutes in Maximus body, he takes one of the guard’s horses and rides home only to find that he was to late. His family had been slaughtered and the house burnt down. After berried the two, Maximum collapse of blood lose and exhaustion.

A caravan sees the smoke and finds maximum lying next to the new berried graves. After letting Maximum recover they sell him in a close by village. The buyer is Proximo who owns a highly regarded gladiator school. Maximum skill soon shows and Proximo is delighted to have found such a fighter. 

Commudos who instated himself to be the new emperor tries to win the peoples trust by setting up a big gladiator game. The game will be 150 days long and is going to be hold in the new built Coliseum. Every gladiator school is free to join and it doesn’t take much time before Maximus stands in the centre of the arena fighting for his life. 

His skills and experience in hand to hand combat is to his advantage and it doesn’t take long before he becomes on of the big crowd bringers.  
After a glorious battle the emperor is astound and walk down to the arena with a group lifeguards to congratulate the gladiator who won. When the gladiator removes his helmet and it reveals Maximus face Commudos fills up by a great fear and rage. The senate is not pleased with Commudos conquest and when they get the fact about a respected general in the city they soon starts planning a mutiny. Everything goes by the plan, Proximo realises Maximum who runs to a fixed meting point and realise that there is a big piece missing. Every member in the senate has been assassinated and Commudos troops have been waiting for Maximus. He in captures and takes to the dungeons of the Coliseums. The next day some guards lead Maximus to an elevator witch is stationed under the arena floor and ties him up to a pole. The people start to cheer to signal that they are ready for another battle. Just before the elevator start in comes Commudos with a grin in his face. He had arranged that the two of them where going to fight the last battle for the day, The emperor against a general who became a slave, who became a gladiator, who became a hero. The elevator starts to climb up to the arena floor and Commudos embraces the tied up Maximus. – May the best person wins says Commudos when dealing out a stab in Maximus back with a small knife. The guard’s realises Maximus, armouring him up and concealing the wound. 
The burning daylight and the roar of expecting crowd meets Maximus when the platform recess the arena floor. Without a start signal the two slams into each outer and a magnificent bloody scene can be seen from the spectator floor. After a terrific fight with the swords, Maximum wins and the emperor falls dead to the ground. Maximum is greatly wounded but with a last effort he calls out for Commudos sister. When she arrives to the arena he announce that there will be no more emperors in Rom, a new senate is going to be put to getter and the army will be lead by them. After this short speak Maximum totters and falls to the ground and starts his journey to his wife and son.

Maximum was a born leader. When appearing on the battlefield he came with an experienced and strong self confident look that gave respect and courage among the soldiers. As a general he was good hearted and considerate to his men, he had a talent and a big load of experience to his credit when coming to the art of war. But in spite of all the victories and all the success, inside he was just an ordinary man who long to heed back home. He was proud to win victories for Rom and bringing a bit of safety ness to the country but he knew deep inside that danger never goes away, it just shifts form. 

The most positive side of the book is the story. It’s emotionally strong and the thing that brings the extra points is when you read it you feel that this could actually had happen in the history. But there is also a negative side of the book and the biggest one is that it’s a written version of movie, and that very noticeably. The book fallows almost every course of event and red line of the movie and the only thing that’s really different about the two is that the book contents more detailed information on the surroundings and personal progress. So after a couple of pages it feels that you’re reading a manuscript for a theatrical play than a book description. In this bokversion the story and the persons who is the main theme, small but irrelevant description of scenery is noted but nothing that really “paints a picture”.

I feel that it was a big mistake of the book company to copy the movie into book form and then just sell it. Like Id written before the story is really good and it got allot of potentials. There are not many book projects that give the writer such a big playground for personal ideas. If a writer gave  into this story he could added a lot more like nature scenarios, battles that Maximum had fought, more vital characters, describing more about Maximus life and what his life had been like. How did the emperor live in that time, how did Rom look like when Maximus lived, more details and longer gladiator fights etc etc. You could have added so much to give more life to this exiting story that would have resulted in book with at least 450 pages, to the existing 203 pages. 










