Home Essay: Constitutions


In this essay, I will present my own opinions on constitutions for five different countries including Sweden, United States of America, Switzerland, China and Egypt. I will present these on scales which show their democratic, or non-democratic (dictatorship) feature. With the support of  arguments for and counter arguments.


Sweden:

[Democracy-----[]----------------------------------------------------------Dictatorship]

In Sweden, the people elect the politicians for the Parliament, Riksdagen. The Parliament, elects The Prime Minister. Now, since the executive power is the Prime Minister's, the people do not select the "owner" of the executive branch directly. That I think has an effect on the democracy. We must not forget the meaning of democracy. But of course, the people sometimes know who is going to be prime minister if their party wins.

The Swedish system is working fine. My parents, both older than 50 years have no complains on the Swedish democracy, nor the system. Swedes have three elections all at the same time, komunalval, landstingsval and riksdagsval. Maybe it would be better to spread them out on three years so that the people would get more in to the different elections. Nowadays, the people watches television and see the debates and make their opinions from that. But what they might miss is that the people who needs votes for a seat in the riksdag do not always participate with the candidates for the landsting or komun. Still, more than that I can not find that speaks against the democracy of Sweden.


USA:

[Democracy--------------[]-------------------------------------------------Dictatorship]


To start out with, the previous election in the USA was as I would call it; a democratic disaster. Al Gore, from the Democratic Party, won the peoples' votes, but lost the presidential election to George Bush. With  their voting system, their 212 years old voting system, they gave the wrong person the President Post. But, not to forget, how would you organise an election with 220 million people? And maybe it is a working system since the constitution has made it so that the states with less people get more power relative to the amount of citizens. 

Moreover, the elections taking place in USA, is more personal than political. The most important issue is not if one of the candidates wants to forbade abortion. No, some instances it is more important if the candidate has ever used drugs or if he/she has been driving while under the influence of drinking. That may not be an issue if the country is democratic or not, but it may mislead the peoples' votes.


On the other hand, a president can only sit for 12 years before he is to be changed. This is to prevent a dictator to take control of the (nowadays) strongest nation on earth.


Another thing is the states, is that they divides the country in smaller regions so that the citizens can make their voices' heard. What if the state of Texas would change laws with state of New York? That I think would not be a great action. The states adapt their laws to the kind of citizens. That I find as a feature of Democracy.


Switzerland:

[Democracy-------[]--------------------------------------------------------Dictatorship]

The most democratic feature of Switzerland is their referendums. More or less one time a week, the Swiss people go vote for every move the government does. This at least does sound like an extremely democratic action. But, only about 50% of the people who votes! These 50% rules over a passive majority. Some would say, "It's their fault the lazy ones". But they are also the people of Switzerland, and the ones who goes voting I think is the most politically engaged, and so they might have a certain opinion about things.

One thing that might be a little passive is the coalition government. There are no debates, everyone agrees with each other. That may also be a reason of the low participation. Some people do not lose interests at politics when there is nothing to fight for.

Of course the different languages in the federal council is a smart idea. But better are the cantons, that split the country up and gives an effect same as the states in USA. People can easier make their voices heard.

Switzerland tries, but needs the peoples' interest.

Egypt:

[Democracy--------------------------------------------[]-------------------Dictatorship]


The people of Egypt seem to rule the most of the nation when you see the mind map or more the model. They elect the President, the peoples assembly (of course) and the advisory council (not all seats though) BUT, what about the Islamic organisations? They are strongly forbidden. The president is surrounded by a group of people that will always help him out, as well as the military that obey him. It is not much to do for the people, or so it seems. The nation has been in state emergency since 1981!


A democratic thing of Egypt is the peoples' vote importance. But still, they don't appoint the Government.


China:

[Democracy---------------------------------------------------------[]------Dictatorship]


Well, what should I say. I find China a very non democratic nation since there is ONLY one party. OK there might be some minor parties but still under control of the major party of China, CCP. The Chinese Communistic Party has the total control of the country since they are the only party of China.

Organisations such as Falun-Gong are strictly forbidden and suppressed, since they have another view of the world. As well as all other ideas of ideologies, everything that might threat the CCP are to be either suppressed or totally extinct.

The people vote for the peoples congresses, that is good, but they don't elect anything else. Not the president, Standing Committee, National People's Congress nor the State Council. The election for the above stated organs are indirect elected by the people. But there is nothing to choose between for the people (in general), though it still gives the people a little responsibility and engagement.

To sum up, I find the communistic state of China very non-democratic. You are not allowed to make your voice heard nor have another ideology belief than the communistic, that pulls down the grade for China.

In conclusion, The western countries such as USA, Sweden and Switzerland seem to have a big respect for the democracy. While Egypt and China are a few years behind. 

Is the government made for us, or are we made for the government?

