The Lord of the Ring: Fellowship of the Ring

Author J.R.R Toliken

Year 1954

Genre Fantasy

Story line

It began with the forging of the Great Rings. Three were given to the Elves, immortal, wisest and fairest of all beings. Seven to the Dwarf Lords who where great miners and craftsmen of the mountain halls. And nine, nine rings were gifted to the race of men, who, above all else, desire power. 

But they were, all of them, deceived , for another Ring was made. In the land of Mordor, in the fires of Mount Doom, the Dark Lord Sauron forged in secret a master ring, to control all others. And into this Ring he poured his cruelty, his wickedness and his will to dominate all life. One Ring to rule them all…

After the last Battle of the second age, the ring passed on to Isildur, the human king, who had this one chance to destroy evil forever. But the hearts of men are easily corrupted, and a Ring of power has a will of it’s own. 

It betrayed Isildur to his death. And some things that should not have been forgotten were lost. History became legend, legend became myth, and for two and a half thousand years the Ring passed out of all knowledge.  

Until when chance came, and it ensnared a new bearer. The ring came to the creature Gollum, who took it deep into the tunnels of the Misty Mountains. And there, it consumed him. The ring brought to Gollum unnatural long life. For five hundred years it poisoned his mind. And in the shadow of Gollum’s cave, it waited. Darkness crept back into the forest of the world. Rumour grew of a shadow in the east, whispers of a nameless fear, and the Ring of power perceived. Its time had now come. 

For sixty years, the ring laid quiet in Bilbo’s keeping, prolonging his life, delaying old age. Then it heard it’s master’s call…

Now it’s up to Frodo Baggins and the new formed fellowship of the ring to bring the ring to Mount Doom and destroy it forever…

Setting

The scenery is very well described in the book. Every detail, not just what you see, but also the different feelings you get from different places is so very carefully described as it is a very important part of the entire story. 

The peaceful shire, the horrible land of Mordor, the rout the fellowship travels to get to the misty mountains, everything is very well described in the book so that the reader will be able to visualize. 

Visualization is very important, especially when you write fantasy novels. Lots of the tings and creatures are plain fiction, and for the reader to be able to understand the imaginary creatures from the author’s fantasy, you need to make a good description. 

That’s is just what Toliken does in his books, and that’s also one of the reasons why he is so successful. 

Characterization
Frodo: You can say that he is the main character of the saga. He’s a Halfling (hobbit) who bears the ring through out the trilogy. The hobbits are Tolikens own creatures. Man like, but short and with big, hairy feet. They are kind and know no evil. Their way of life is peaceful and relaxed and they have over all no worries really. 

I think that someone who’s kind looking, a bit naive, should play Frodo. Someone who is innocent and “nice” looking. The reason why I think this way is because that’s the impression I get of Frodo when I read the book.

Aragorn: Should have been played by Eric Etebari. At least if you ask me…

He has everything that a good Aragorn should have. Athletic body, nice eyes, mysterious and is a bad guy with a nice touch. He was born to play Aragorn.

The impression I get of Aragorn is that he’s a strong, courageous, gorgeous, loyal and heroic human being. He's one of the characters in the book that Frodo can trust. 

Gandalf: The wizard who helps Frodo bearing his burden. Because of his magic, the fellowship survives lots of difficulties on their way. Unfortunately he disappears after the battle with the Balrog of Moria. Is he dead or alive?

I think of him as a father figure to Frodo. Someone who many of the members in the fellowship, also others, look up to and admire. He is wise and honest, which also is noticeable by his outer appearance. His face is grandfather like.  

Legolas: A graceful elf that fights courageously to defeat evil. Loyal and honest he is true full to Frodo all the time. His genuine ways and warm heart are only two things that are great about him. 

I would personally prefer Orlando Bloom or perhaps Tom Welling. They both have puppy eyes that for me are a part of Legolas. 

Gimli: A dwarf lord who’s not very tactical. He rushes in to things instead of thinking carefully. But that doesn’t mean that he doesn’t try his hardest to do the right thing. He’s not really good, more like a…dwarf…thingy…

Boromir: Is the represent of the humans living in the land of Gondor. He’s good, but he just can’t stop thinking of himself. He just can’t stop being selfish. It’s sad, because his selfishness leads him into his death. His duty to Gondor goes above all else clouds his judgment and he wants to use the ring to protect Gondor, The ring corrupts his mind and fools him that within it lies the power to save Gondor and the whole of middle-earth, but in reality it uses him to further it’s own goals 

Don’t really know who I would have chosen to play Boromir. Who ever play Boromir got to look “good” but with a touch of evil. There has to be like something about him that you cant figure out, no matter how hard you try. 

Merry, Pippin, and Sam: Hobbits who by chance gets to know about the ring. However, they accept the mission and everything that comes with it. Even though they don’t really know what they have gotten themselves into. 

To these characters I would have chosen actors with innocent, childish faces. Skinny, young actors. Like Toby Maguire when he was playing sea biscuit.  

Gollum: He was once a creature who wasn’t that much different from a Hobbit, but after wearing the ring for hundred of years, he turned into this freak. He’s evil but he has something good in him that is shown only a few times. 

This creature must be completely animated. There isn’t any other way to make it seam realistic. The description of Gollum is very well written, so it wouldn’t be any problems to adapt this character on to the movie screen.

Sauron: You don’t see much of him. He’s a huge part of the story, yet he doesn’t appear anywhere, accept in the form of a huge eye formed out of fire.   

Feeling 

Fear, love, sadness, courage, pride and brotherhood, these are the emotions that are most important and most powerful in the book. And I have a theory why these are the important.

These where perhaps the feelings he felt when he served the British army during the Second World War. And that also strengths my theory that he book is a metaphor for how the world was under the Second World War. I think that perhaps the fellowship was in fact the company he served under.

The shire is his sweet beloved English countryside. Mordor is kind of like “ no mans land”. 

The fellowship is his army brothers. Sauron and the orcs army is Germany. And Frodo, that’s Tolkien himself. That’s the impression I get from reading the book…

The Author

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was born 1892 in South Africa but his family moved to Great Britain when he was very young. He taught old English Languages at Oxford and Leeds University.

The first book he ever wrote was “The Hobbit”, which started out as a story he told his children and then later wrote down. 

That later lead to the books about the Ring, which he wrote in the 50’s. 

After his death in 1973, his son Christopher published “Unfinished tales” and other work of his father. 

Film adaptation

The reasons why this book is so perfect for film adaptation are many. 

· It has detailed environmental descriptions that would help the film adaptation a lot. 

· The characters are clear, every one have their own personality. That’s also very important. 

· It’s a well-known book, so there is defiantly a great interest. 

· It has all the important things to make a good movie; love, hate, war, heroes, action and lots more. 

To be able to make a good film adaptation you’ll have to really analyze and understand the book. To understand the world the characters live in, their feelings, their mission and the message in the book. 

Message

I think the book is about industrialization and perhaps also the Second World War. Maybe it’s only me who see these hidden metaphors all over. 

For example Mordor is Germany, Sauron is Hitler. The fellowship is the allied forces, Frodo is Britain and the shire is the English countryside. 

The ring perhaps is a metaphor for nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction. 

Perhaps I’m totally entirely wrong about all of this, but that’s the message I get from this book. And considering he published this book shortly after the Second World War ended, I think this theory might be possible. 

Peter Jackson

He was born

