Tortilla Flat by John Steinbeck

This lovely story takes place outside of Monterey, California, in a town called Tortilla Flat. 

Danny, a 25- year old man, returned from the army and the war in Germany, back to his hometown, Tortilla Flat. 

He discovered, with astonishment that he was the heir of two small houses. Danny had never owned a house of his own, so it took a while before he really understood the truth. 

Now Danny and his good friends had a roof over their heads and a place to stay at. Before, they lived on the poor streets and in the woods. Everyday was a challenge. To find a roof for the night wasn´t always an easy thing. 

One of Danny´s good friends, Pilon, had the opportunity to rent Danny´s second house for fifteen dollars a month. 

The relationship between Danny and his friends was based on huge trust and they were taking care of each other all of the time.

Now that Pilon rented his house, he could bring friends over and they had a great time together. 

One night, Pilon and a few of his good friends were drinking their daily gallons of wine and had fun together. They had lit a candle and when they later fell asleep, they forgot to switch off the candle and there was a fire. 

They all succeeded in getting out of the wooden house, but they couldn´t do anything but watch the house burn down. There was nothing they could have done to stop the fire. 

Pilon and his friends escaped from Danny´s weedy yard and were gone for a few days. Pilon was ashamed about the fire and couldn´t meet Danny´s disappointed face. 

Any way, they went back and talked with Danny. Together they solved the problem and actually, their relationship improved better. 

Before, there was an unpaid rent between them, because Pilon never paid the rent and Danny never asked for it. 

As you may have understood, Danny and his friends were quite poor and lived a simple- life. So they didn’t have much money and the few dollars they had, were for their daily gallons of wine. 

Once, Pilon decided to get some money for Danny and his sweetheart, so he went out to the forest at night. 

People in Tortilla Flat had hidden money and a treasure in the woods for years and Pilon´s thought was to find the treasure and bring it to Danny. 

He and a friend waited for the night to come and went out to the dark woods then. 

They walked for hours before they saw something on the ground, between some trees. They stayed all night, just so they could mark the place and return next night to dig. 

Unfortunately, they didn’t find a treasure, just a piece of metal. 

Once, Danny met a woman, Cornelia Ruiz, called “Sweets”. He began to like her and decided to buy her a present, a special one. For fourteen dollars, he bought a vacuum- cleaner, a nice and shiny one, because it was new and no other woman owned a thing like that. 

But, what he didn’t think of was that “Sweets” (or anyone else) didn’t have electricity in her home!

So he bought a vacuum- cleaner for a woman without electricity! That is one of all the funny incidents in Tortilla flat… 

The inhabitants in Tortilla Flat are mostly paisanos, a mixture of Spanish, Indian and Mexican blood. They know each other well and live in old wooden houses with large weedy yards, with pine trees all over their yards.

These adventures of Danny and his good friends really take you to a higher level, you understand why friendship is so important for every single human being. 

It is important to spend your life with people you love and care about. Danny and his friends never let each other down, not on purpose. They are like brothers and protect each other from the troubles out there. 

Friendship, dreams and sweetness are three important words in this story. 

My own thoughts

I think this story is, at least, as beautiful and lovely as “Of Mice and Men”. 

Steinbeck writes in a very descriptive and understanding way. I, as a reader, understand and get a great picture in my head while I’m reading. 

The language in the book is similar to the language in “Of Mice and Men”, some words are different from today’s English, for example; “goest, thou, thee” 

Beyond the poor and simple surface, Danny and his friends live a great, living life and as long as they have each other they can do what ever they want to do!
