Across the barricades

Characters
Sadie Jackson Sadie is a Protestant girl that is a very nice, independent and a caring person, her father describes her as ’headstrong’. She hates violence. She always does whatever that comes into her mind. She does no care what other people say, and she would never let anyone tell her what to do. She tries to solve things without using violence mean while everyone else is using violence to solve their problems. 

Kevin McCoy 

Kevin is seems as more afraid of what people might say about him and Sadie. As a person he is calm, serious and hardworking. He is kind, and would never hurt a fly unless he gets badly provoked. He thinks that the violence about the conflict is unnecessary and does not want to support it in any way. 

Tommy Jackson. Sadie's brother and that is such a loyal Protestant like Sadie. He has good thoughts about Kevin and Brede, and supports Sadie when she needs it. His girl friend, Linda, is very fond of him, but if you read between the lines, you can obviously see that he doesn’t like her.
Mr and Mrs Jackson is proud of their religion. Mrs Jackson is a housewife and Mr Jackson works in the yards. They aren't very strict but they defend their children against their neighbours
Brede McCoy. Sister to Kevin and also a Catholic. She is shy but sometimes a really resolute person without hate and prejudice.
.

Brian Rafferty belongs to the Catholic side. An old friend of Kevin. Threatens and beats up Kevin because of his relationship with Sadie. 
Mr. Blake was Sadie’s old geography teacher. He is helpful to Kevin and Sadie, and let them meet at his house but he gets into a lot of trouble by helping them.
. 
Setting 

 

The story takes place in Belfast in Northern Ireland. The city has been separated in two different areas, where one such area is for Catholics only and the other for Protestants only. The two main characters live in each of these areas. There have been incidents of violence in each area. It seems like a tiring place to live. Because we are repeatedly told about gun firing and bombings through the book. 

 

Northern Ireland has for a long time been seen for the struggle between the Catholic minority and the Protestant majority. This is a struggle that goes as far back as the 16th century. You can read in the book and see how the citizens are blaming their problems on each other. And all this arguing seems to have led to the partition of Belfast. I think the story is set in 1960s or 70’s 
Storyline

This story is about Kevin, a Catholic boy, and Sadie, a Protestant girl. Kevin and Sadie are not supposed to meet each other because of their different religions, but they don’t care what people say and keeps fighting for their love. And now I am going to tell you about the problems this gives them. 

 

It all starts when they bump into each other next the buss stop. They decide to hang out on a little coffee shop nearby. After a while they decide to take a trip up to Cave Hill and stays there for a long time. While they are up there Sadie’s parents finds out that she is with a Catholic boy and this is just unacceptable

 

Sadie doesn’t care what her parents say, and keeps seeing Kevin, more and more. Another day Kevin was walking home after a date with Sadie, he gets attacked by three guys that have found about his secret dating with Sadie. Kevin was badly injured. The day after he could barely move or walk but he struggles his way to Sadie anyway. Meanwhile Brede, Kevin’s sister, tries to convince Sadie to stop seeing Kevin, but eventually she goes to meet him anyway. 

 

 

Three different Situations
The situation when Mr Blake’s place blew up was ha shocking part of the book because I never thought that he would die.

Sadie and Kevin are going on a picnic. On their way to the country side, one of the wheels falls of, and the car crashes.

Were exciting and a good part of the book 
When Kevin was standing on the dock waiting for the ferry, Sadie came and wanted to come with him. A good ending but a little to obvious  
My opinion
I didn’t like this novel very much because I don’t like stories about love that much but I think that is was very well written; it wasn’t only about love, but also about war and the wish for peace. I think the writer is very good at explaining the characters and not get into to many details. I think the message is very clear and the writer is good to explain what she wants, to understand how it is in Belfast and the rest of Northern Ireland for the Catholics and Protestants. Not that I really cared about the conflict  before but now that I have read the book I feel sorry for many of them for being so stubborn and not taking responsibility for their own actions and I hope other people learn from their mistakes 
Av: Henry Skott 
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