http://eur.news1.yimg.com/eur.yimg.com/ng/sp/afpji/20040822/040822214945.7006fpg80b.jpg

Full name: John Christian Bert Olsson
Date of birth: 25th of January 1980, in Gothenburg, Sweden
Length: 192 cm
Weight: 74 kg
Job: Full-time athlete

Discipline: Triple jump 
Lives in: Monte Carlo
Family: The girlfriend Gordana Bosanac
Coach: Yannick Tregaro
Sports club: Örgryte IS


Career

Christian Olsson was a star in two events of track and fields as a teenager and he finished first in the high jump and second in the triple jump at the 1999 European junior championships. 
He was eliminated during the qualification round in triple jump at the 2000 Sydney Olympics, but still decided to concentrate on triple jump.

Next year, at the 2001 World Championships in Edmonton, he won silver behind the long-time champion Edwards (who has got the outdoor world record with his 18.29 meter). This was his international break-through. 

In 2002 he got his revenge over Edwards, beating the Briton at the European Indoors Championships, and he also won the outdoors championships.

Christian was unbeatable in 2003. He won a world indoor in Birmingham and an outdoor world championship in Paris. Edwards was partly injured and finished his career at the latter competition. 

In March this year (2004), Olsson set a world indoor record of 17.83. In another competition he lost for the first time in 30 competitions, but that didn’t stop him. 

He claimed his first Olympic gold medal on the ninth day in Athens (he jumped 17.79 meters and broke the Swedish national record)! Thank god he made the right decision five years ago, choosing triple jump before high-jump.
Background
Christian Olsson was born and raised in Gårdsten, Angered. He showed interest in sports in early years and tried everything, from gymnastics to soccer. When he was ten, the track and fields was the most important sport to him. At the age of 14, Christian got Viljo Nouisianen as coach and practicing the athletics became more serious.

When he had examined from Angeredsgymnasiet at the age of 19, he had more time to spend practicing, mostly high jump and triple jump. In 1999, he got Yannick Tregaro as coach and he focused more on triple jump. But still now, five years later, he hasn’t given up the thoughts of high jumping.

He doesn’t think he ever will leave the athletics behind. When it isn’t possible to compete anymore, perhaps he will become a coach or a lecturer.

On his spare time, Christian likes to go to movies, listen to music and play Playstation (which keeps him busy when he travels). But his biggest interest is cars, and then it’s pretty good living in Monte Carlo.
Accomplishments

· Gold medal at the Triple Jump at 2004 Summer Olympics 

· Gold medal at the 2004 IAAF World Indoor Championships 

· Waterford Crystal European Athlete of the Year Trophy, 2003 

· Gold medal at the 2003 World Championships in Athletics 

· Silver medal at the 2001 World Championships in Athletics 

