The early English period (until 1100)
The literatures origin was favored by the narrative inheritance that the German people brought to England in the 5: th century, but also from the minstrels that read poems out loud for persons in high positions.  There is about 30 000 lines of poetry preserved but the only known pen name are Caedmon and Cynewulf. The oldest poem of those who are preserved is from the 7: th century. This period’s greatest poem is “Beowulf”. In Beowulf, and in plenty of other poems from this era, the pagan and Christian are combined. The Anglo-Saxon chronicle is a poem that very patriotic relates about the battle between Anglo-Saxon and the Vikings, which also was a frequent theme in poems in the end of this century. Of special artistic worth in the religious poetry is the vision poem “The dream of the road” and Cynewulfs introverted poetry.

The Middle English period (until 1500) 
The Norman Conquest 1066 resulted in that the English language was put aside by French as an official language during three centuries. 

13:th century a Latin chronicle of layman was translated via French to English. The chronicle contained domestic matters in shape of history and stories; among others was the Legend of King Arthur used. 
   The Christian verse writing consists of bible paraphrases, manuals and legends of saints. The spiritual writing reached its point in the anonymous vision poem “Pearl” as well as in short lyrical poems. The early English meter faded out and was replaced by rhyme. “Sir Gawin and the Green Knight” from the late half of the 14: th century shows a refinement of the metrical and narrative storytelling that was introduced.  It is also around that time that the humor and the realistic stories came to life and it’s just that that characterizes Geoffrey Chaucer’s “Troilus and Criseyde” and “The Canterbury tales”. 
The 14: Th century was a very troubling political time and that shows in “Pierce Plowman”. Piers Plowman is a contemporary delineation and satyr of, among others, the preacher society.        

   The war with France and the civil war contributed to that the 15: th century was a literary dry period, but two very important events took place; William Caxton introduced printing and Thomas Malory put together The Legend of King Arthur’s stories in “Le Morte d’Arthur” (The death of Arthur).
The early Tudor period.  The Elizabethan & after Elizabethan period.
The kontinental connections became heavier during Henry VIII: s ruling (1509-1547). New metrical forms such as sonnet’s and blank verses were introduced through Thomas Wyatt and Henry Howard. 

   This period was the English humanistic time with people like John Colet and Thomas More as central figures. Parental writings were introduced by Roger Ascham and Thomas Elyot and there was a new translation of the bible and other religious writings. The strong interest for the mother tongue is shown in Thomas Wilson’s “Art of Rhetoriqe” (1553) and the new coming interest in English history is displayed in several chronicles. Most important was Raphael Holinsheds because of his significance for Shakespeare. 
   1590-1610 were the first real big cultural time for England, especially within drama. At this time the antique was on its way back witch showed in all the translations of older books. It has been said that especially John Florio’s translations of “Montaigne” had a big influence on Shakespeare.  
   The largest poetical work was Edmund Spencer’s allegorical and patriotically epic “The faerie Queen”. Spencer, Shakespeare and others wrote sonnets, wich was fashionable at the time, meanwhile the dramatic Ben Jonson wrote love poems, idylls and satire. John Donne who went in that same footstep started out writing outspoken erotic and satire poems in the late 1590’s, but only got credit for his later work when he went from erotic to intense love poems and religious poetry. The way he wrote was in a subtle and figurative language. 
Fascinating was also Donne’s prose and sermon discourses.
   Francis Bacon’s essays and philosophical work also belongs to this period as well as Thomas Nashe who took the first step towards developing the fiction novel.

17: th century

In the beginning of this century the traditional poetry from Donne continued with Christian poets like George Herbert, Henry Vaughan and Henry Marvell, who all exercised Donne’s metaphysical way to write love poems and political work. Another guideline appeared “cavalier poetry”. Cavalier poetry was spiritual and had a positive attitude to life.

   This century’s most known name is John Milton. John Milton wrote “Areopagitia” wich was written in defense of freedom of the press. He also wrote a Christian epic “Paradise Lost” (1667). 

   Around the same time John Bunyan, a great religious prose writer took place and wrote “The pilgrims process”. If you wanted to read a more human and God visions tolerant work it was “Religio Medici” of Thomas Browne. 
   This period is known by three tendencies; a neoclassicism sense of writing, a modern, simpler prose and new life in theatre. The neoclassicism meter was contributed by John Dryden’s “Heroic couplets”. Freedoms of speech characterize Samuel Pepys famous, and first in our time, “Diary”.  Samuel Pepy’s along with John Evelyn’s diaries gives us gleams in peoples of this period way of living. 
   For the first time women writers were getting heard. Aphra Benn wrote, besides comedies, a philosophical novel in an exotic environment, “Oroonoko” (1688).

18: th Century (Augustan Age) 
The most famous writing in the beginning of this era is Jonathan Swift’s “Gulliver’s Travels”.

   The neoclassicism sense in poetry continued with Alexander Pope and Swift but meanwhile more and more people were able to read, Joseph Addison and Richard Steeles started to write time magazines for the middleclass. 
   The novel developed into different paths. Daniel Defoe did modern novels as well as Swift. In the middle of the century Samuel Richardson wrote “Pamela” and “Clarissa”, both letter novels with a physiological analysis.  Henry Fielding’s “The history of Tom Jones, a Founding” is written with humanity and tolerance. Samuel Johnson wrote an illusion free story: “Rassela, Prince of Abyssinia” but his greatest accomplishment was an English dictionary and a Shakespeare edition. James Boswell wrote a known biography about Johnsson but is also known for his revealing diaries.  

In the end of this century two sorts of novels dominated; Gothic novels and society critical, radical novels. Horace Walpole and Ann Radcliffe wrote gothic novels and the radical novels most famous name is William Godwin. 

   Two different poets took over the romanticism, the Scottish Robert Burns that wrote love lyrics on dialect and William Blake an original and religious visionary. 

19: th Century
In this era the romanticism took place. Those who wrote romantic stories had no special guideline, but they did all share one point of view. They believed in the ability of imagination to reach a more real truth than common sense.

   Byron who wrote in this period is one of those who are hard to put in to this new trend or a category at all, especially his book, “Don Juan”. “Don Juan” is a contemporary revealing poem. Oscillation between emotional towards the future and a deep personal negativity was characteristic for P.B Shelley. For John Keats it was the beauty contrast between art and nature and the shortness of life. 
   Contrary Jane Austen who amused the readers with a cold revealing of others vanity and weaknesses was Walter Scott who wrote colorful problem free historical stories, like his book “Ivanhoe”.  

   During the Victorian period the novel developed into several directions, among others criticism of society. For us at this time Charles Dickens, George Eliot, W.M Thackeray, Charlotte and Emily Brontë seem like the most important writers. Dickens because his sense for the existence comic and destitution and Eliot for his writings about people’s sadness and tragedy. But those who were popular then were William Collins, the detective novels pioneer, and Anthony Trollop who revealed political and ecclesiastical power games.

    Many people now doubted the church because of science and that brought up other social questions, so the romanticism period was put aside for more social and society critical prose in the end of this century. Intense criticism about lack of responsibility was presented by the Scottish Thomas Carlyle and John Ruskin. William Morris, who was a poet, became a pioneer in the organized socialism. Matthew Arnold abandon poetry for writing society criticism books like “Culture and Anarchy” (1869) and J.S Mills stood up for the women in the same matter that same year in “The subjection of women”.

Although the religious believes were fading out there were a few who wrote intense religious poems, like Francis Thompsson and G.M Hopkins. 

20. th Century
Two great writers, both naturalists, finished and begun their novel creating at the turn of the century; Henry James and Joseph Conrad. James wrote sophisticated novels about his time that shows a strong knowledge about how fast the civilization was about to change.  Conrad’s work however shows a criticism of civilization with a strong ethical power, especially in “Heart of Darkness” (1902) and in “Nostromo” that had a striking critique of western imperialism. 
   Virginia Wolf got inspired in Henry James’s psychology and postimpressionist way of looking at things and wrote “Mrs. Dalloway” (1925). “Mrs. Dalloway” is written with a subtle inner monolog technique and a poetical language to describe the ego’s experiences of the present. 

   World War I put a sense of despair in a lot of the new books, not in the way that the authors wrote any novels about war but an underlying theme about the liberal occidental peoples feelings of powerlessness towards the modern civilizations violent tendencies. This emotion could be found very early in some of Virginia Woolf’s books as well as in E.M Forsters.
    Mutual for all renewals within novels was a new time-consciousness, where time was a continuous flow within the persons mind, and a new view on the human psyche and its complexity.  The weight in the new novels was on the individuals relations and on their inability to real communication, which in the books was presented as an inner dialog.
   The novel writers after the war had a tendency to use their imagination and allegory. Not only like in J.R.R Tolkien’ novels but also like William Goldings “Lord of the Flies” (1954).

   Within the poetry some sort of revolution took place around 1910 in opposition towards emotions and the lack of precision. The writers made demands on a more clear, concrete and precise metaphorical language as well as a free rhythmical verse.  The result of these demands was short poems. The short poems have a special irony and outstanding linguistic and formal complexity that is built on quick style and perspective changes.  T.S Eliot who was the front man for this poetry style also wrote the masterpiece in this genre “The Wasteland”.

   For a great while London was the British poetry capital but in the late 1960’s Irish, Welsh and Scottish poets took place. Numerous of the latest centuries most important work has been written by authors that used the classic English or European traditions masterpieces, but reinterpret them with their own experiences.  
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