High Fidelity
High Fidelity is one of Nick Hornby’s three published books. He lives and works in Highbury, in the north of London. He works as a pop music critic for the New Yorker.

The story takes place in just London, and much in the book reflects upon Hornby’s own life. Here as the character Robert, or just Rob. Rob works in a record shop with his two friends Barry and Dick. The shop isn’t very profitable. But it doesn’t seem to bother any of the three, only the people around them.

Rob has just broken up with his girlfriend Laura. Tough it’s really Laura who has broken up with him, due to facts that he can’t understand. Rob now wants to get back together again, and to find new meanings in life. At least he thinks he wants to.
To find the right ways in life, he and his friends make up different top five lists of just about everything involving mostly music and film.

The book is a love novel that shows the difficulties you can encounter in any relationship. And what sacrifices you may have to make to set things right in them. Writing the book, Hornby starts out from Rob’s personal feelings. To almost every dialogue and happening, you get to know Rob’s thoughts about it. Nick Hornby has managed to use this in a good way that doesn’t get tedious. That’s one of his strong writing skills.

The language of witch he writes with is often rather complicated, and his very frequent use of parentheses to make a point can be troublesome during the reading.
In all I think the book is good reading and I would highly recommend it. There’s also a film available for those who doesn’t have time for reading. Though, despite haven’t even seen the film, I guess the book would be the better option. The use of thoughts and emotional feelings are very hard to capture on screen in the way Hornby has captured it on paper. The only dew point in the book is that it takes a couple of pages to figure out Hornby’s type of writing, but ones you’ve got over that, it’s a very well written book. One of the best…
Viktor Kjellin
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