Dead Poets Society by N.H Kleinbaum
The year is 1959 and some excited boys are sitting in the raw of benches in a chapel. Some are old pupils and others are new, but they are all excited for one reason: to start a new school year at the boarding school called Welton Acedemy. The successful school stands for tradition, honour, discipline and excellence.
In the raw of benches are among others six old friends: Neil Perry, Knox Overstreet, Charlie Dalton, Richard Cameron and Steven Meeks. They are all about 17 years and they are old and very highly motivated students at the school. In their gang is also a new boy, Todd Andersson. Todd is a very insecure and shy person who does not like much attention. Todd is not the only one who is new at the boarding school. The old English teacher has retired and a new young teacher in his thirties is going to replace him. John Keating, which is the name of the new teacher, is a very special person. He has very unusual ideas and thoughts about how the education should be which differs from the tradition in the school.
This book deals with a conflict between Mr Keating’s efforts to refresh and renew the education and the headmaster Dean Nolan. Mr Nolan is very conservative and does not want any changes.

John Keating himself graduated from Welton Academy for some years ago and he wants the school to be more joyful and not so strict.

At the start, the pupils think that Mr Keating’s lections are very strange. He asks them for example to rip out some of the pages in their poetry book. He urges them to see things from other perspectives by “climbing” their desks and other things that are total forbidden in the school. But as soon as they understand the reason why he lets them do it, they accept it. Mr Keating’s lessons become very popular and for the first time the students enjoy the school. 

Mr Keating instructs the students to be free thinkers and he inspires them to recreate the club “Dead Poets Society”. The name “Dead Poets Society” explains that the power of words never dies (as contrast to the authors themselves).

The club have their meetings in an old cave and that is the only place where they can express their feelings and let them “sip out”. They talk about the life and they read old and new poems for each other. 
Two of the most important characters in the club (and for the story) are Knox and Neil.

Knox is deadly in loved with a girl, Chris. He met her when he was invited for dinner at his father’s friend’s house. The problem is that Chris already has a boyfriend, Chat. Chat does everything to protect his girlfriend. Anyway they get each other in the end. That is the only part in the book that deals with love. But there is also more tragic part of the story where Neil is the main person.
Neil Perry is the club leader and he loves to be in the middle of the attention. He has always wanted to play in a theatre but his father has not approved it because he thinks it just wasting Neil’s time. When they put up a play: “A midsummer nights dream”, he sees his chance and he joins the drama club. He gets a big part in it and he really loves acting. 
In some way his father finds out what is going on and after the performance he withdraws Neil from the school. The same night in real depress, Neil take his life. He commits suicide with his father’s gun.
Cameron goes to the headmaster and tells him everything about the “Dead Poets Society” and in some way Mr Keating gets the responsible and he gets fired.

N.H Kleinbaum has described differences between people and their thoughts in a very personally way. 
He uses poems and quotations to express a message to the readers. The most urgent message is: “do what you like, it could be too late tomorrow”. This makes me stop for a moment and think after a little bit. What is important in life?
Many poems have an important message to the readers and several of them are beautiful. But some of the poems are written in a very old language which makes it difficult to understand them. It is also too many poems in some parts of the story and they make reading a bit tedious.

The story tells about different people in daily life. That enables the reader to see things in various perspectives. You can easily feel with the characters and that makes it hard to put the book away. But the thing that makes me rank it among my favourites is that it makes me think. The poems make me think of many things that I have never thought of before. They made me put questions to my self. The book affected me. 
As the story has many characters, it is easy to feel like one of them. The book is therefore suitable for many people.
I can truly say that the book is really worth reading.

 That is why I give it four stars of five possible **** 
Madeleine Malmqvist
